Localization of smooth muscle myosin-containing cells in the aqueous outflow pathway.
Cells containing smooth muscle myosin were localized in the human aqueous outflow pathway by immunohistochemical techniques. In the majority of eyes, immunoreactive cells were observed adjacent to the collector channels and slightly distal to the outer wall of Schlemm's canal. In a few eyes, smooth muscle myosin was localized to cells in the juxtacanalicular tissue and the trabecular meshwork. The immunoreactive cells from these regions may be true smooth muscle cells or pericytes, which can contain smooth muscle myosin. No obvious differences were observed in the pattern of distribution of smooth muscle myosin-containing cells in a comparison of age groups. In the majority of eyes, we observed an apparent direct insertion of the longitudinal portion of the ciliary muscle in the corneoscleral meshwork far internal to the scleral spur.